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Highlighting activities of our students  
and alumni is always one of the most 
rewarding events of the year. Looking at 
what our students accomplish is amazing, 
but after being amazed time and time 
again, the impressive feats become  
expected. A few years ago a group of  
alumni and faculty considered the  
impressive things our students do  
outside the classroom, as once again 
demonstrated in this issue of  
Common Ground, and we came to the 
conclusion that we wanted to strive  
for this level of accomplishment for  
all students as the experiences helped  
our students apply their talents  
differently. These experiences challenged 
many students to broaden their views of 
engineering as a profession and to apply 
their knowledge and innate talents in new 
ways. These extracurricular experiences 
range broadly — from design competition 
teams such as Engineers Without Borders, 
internships and co-ops to independent 
research — each of these experiences 
increased the students’ abilities and also 
changed views of how they can implement 
skills gained in their formal education.  
As a result of this understanding, we  
wanted to challenge all students by  
adding experiential learning to our 
educational efforts in the department  
of civil, architectural and environmental  
engineering. The S&T campus added 
experiential learning as a campuswide 
requirement since that time with the  
same objectives in mind. 
The idea of experiential learning brings a 
new focus to many of the student-based 
articles in this edition of Common Ground. 
These various activities, and so many  
other activities not covered, provide  
opportunity for professional growth.  
These experiences also bring our student/
alumni connections closer together, as the 
benefits of experiential learning are not 
the experiences in themselves, but more 
so in the longterm benefits of changing  
perspective and career visions of our  
students as they transition to successful 
alumni. Experiential learning efforts are 
well on the way to being a part of our  
educational fabric for all our students,  
and we are also reaching out to our  
alumni to help in this effort.  
We are seeking opportunities for our  
students to have in-depth internship  
and co-op opportunities that not only  
challenge them in applying their technical 
skill sets and knowledge, but also give a 
view to the business and profession of  
engineering. Students choosing to engage 
in co-op or internship opportunities as 
their chosen experiential learning will 
carry learning objectives with them,  
with specific plans to learn about such  
aspects as: how their work contributes to 
the mission of the company; how the  
company develops its business model  
and solicits certain portfolios of different 
projects; or how a company looks to recruit 
and develop talents and abilities of their 
engineers and overall staff. As students 
learn these aspects of the engineering 
profession they will be better equipped 
to hit the ground running, and also have 
a longterm, higher-level vision of how 
to advance in their career to reach their 
personal and professional goals.
So the topic circles back to the name  
of our annual publication  — Common 
Ground — the shared activities and news 
Joel G. Burken  
Ph.D., P.E., BCEE
From the Chair
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of our students and alumni built on a 
“common ground” of entering into the 
engineering profession, then becoming 
successful alumni that change the  
world with their long, successful careers 
that in turn give back to S&T.
The experiential learning efforts  
were part of our plan generated years 
ago, and mesh well with our top  
priorities as we continue to move the 
department forward.  
Currently our top priorities are to:  
1.  Develop a full-time Professor  
of the Practice position. 
2.  Complete our facilities project  
with the Advanced Construction and 
Materials Laboratory (ACML) and 
associated building expansion.
3.  Increase student fellowships that 
support education and professional 
development.
These priorities do remain “to be  
completed” at this time (see inside  
back cover), but certainly progress  
is being made. 
These priorities look at dual outcomes  
of enhancing our student education  
and increasing our visibility and  
reputation as an educational and 
research institute. We look to advance 
these three projects in the next year  
and also prioritize other topics that  
can enhance our students’ professional 
skill set as they become the alumni  
of the future that will carry forward  
our reputation.  
I hope you will look through this issue  
with pride of being a student and  
alumnus of the department of civil, 
architectural and environmental  
engineering at Missouri S&T. Please  
stay in touch, and share your updates 
and information with us for future  
editions of Common Ground and  
The Bridge.   
Added comfort
Gifts from our alumni and 
friends are essential for the 
continued ability to support 
students. We are thankful  
for Ed Calcaterra, CE’52,  
and the distribution from  
his endowment that helped  
add modern seating and  
study tables to the Student 
Commons area in the Kummer 
Atrium — making it a more 
inviting place for students  
to converse and study.
The Solar House Design Team. 
The Solar Village Microgrid. 
The EBus. Earth Day.
Cory Brennan, ArchE’10, MS CE’12, had a 
hand in all of them.
A project engineer for Azimuth Energy in 
St. Louis while he works to complete an 
engineering management Ph.D. under the 
direction of Dr. Suzanna Long, Brennan 
got his start as a student project manager 
for the 2009 Solar House Design Team. 
And through that he found his calling at 
Missouri S&T.
“Since I started with the Solar House Team 
on campus, I really developed a passion  
for renewable energy and solar energy,”  
he says.
That passion led him to the Office of  
Sustainable Energy and Environmental  
Engagement (OSE3) at Missouri S&T  
as a graduate assistant and student  
sustainability coordinator. Working there 
from 2011 to 2015, he helped make the 
Solar Village Microgrid a reality.
A project that involves OSE3, Missouri S&T 
professors and students, industry partners 
and energy companies, the microgrid is  
an energy management and storage  
system for the Solar Village houses.  
The houses are all past entrants in the  
U.S. Department of Energy’s Solar  
Decathlon design competition, and with 
the microgrid, they’re less dependent on 
the utility power grid than traditional 
houses. Energy from the houses’ solar 
panels is stored in batteries, and a power 
electronic converter allows the houses  
to access and share that stored energy.
“The real challenge was to make sure  
that — because this is a first of its kind  
at Missouri S&T — we could build and 
operate this microgrid system in a safe 
manner,” says Brennan, who helped  
write grant applications that funded  
part of the project.
Brennan is modest in describing his role, 
but those who worked with him are not.
“He was a key part in getting those houses 
running down there,” says Tony Arnold,  
former assistant director of OSE3.  
“It would have not existed without him.”
Brennan’s graduate work was  
partially funded by a Federal Transit  
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Photos by Sam O’Keefe
to OSE3 director Angela Rolufs in 2009.  
That grant brought the EBus to the  
S&T campus, and Brennan played a  
pivotal role in integrating the bus into 
campus operations while creating a  
visible example of S&T’s commitment  
to reducing its carbon footprint. He  
coordinated the bus’s route, attended  
on-site operations and maintenance  
training at EBus headquarters in Downey, 
California — and even drove it off the 
semi’s trailer when it was delivered  
in 2014.
After the EBus came to town, Brennan 
worked to make sure it stayed up  
and running.
“He spent untold hours under the bus, 
making repairs, troubleshooting with  
the people in California who made the 
bus,” says Arnold. “On Friday night when 
he should be out having fun, he would 
be under the bus with his arms up to his 
elbows in grease and fluid.”
With all of Brennan’s experience  
in renewable energy and sustainability,  
getting involved in Earth Day  
celebrations at Missouri S&T was  
a foregone conclusion.
Planning for the April event began in  
September of the prior year, he said.
The celebration involved partners on  
campus, such as numerous student  
organizations, faculty and staff, and 
off-campus support from organizations 
like the U.S. Forest Service. Besides 
celebrating the Earth, the event featured 
booths promoting healthy living, recycling 
and energy conservation — and a reading 
to schoolchildren of the Dr. Seuss book  
The Lorax.
“It was kind of the whole gamut of  
sustainable life and sustainable living,” 
Brennan says. “As a nation, we have  
to understand how much energy  
we consume.”
With all his experience at Missouri S&T, 
Arnold says Brennan’s future is bright.
“I think he is a really, really amazing guy,” 
Arnold says. “He’s going to do great stuff. 
He is what an S&T alumnus is all about.”
“ As a nation,  
we have to  
understand how 
much energy  
we consume.”     
 — Cory Brennan
Brennan talks about 
the wiring of the 
Solar Village  
Microgrid.
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Mehdipour wins  
ACI fellowship 
Iman Mehdipour, a graduate student pursuing a Ph.D. in civil engineering 
at Missouri S&T, was awarded the 2016-17 American Concrete Institute (ACI) 
Charles Pankow Student Fellowship.
As part of the award, Mehdipour will receive an educational stipend for tuition, 
residence, books, materials and paid travel to the next two ACI conventions. 
Fellowships are offered to high-potential and outstanding graduate students 
whose research studies relate to concrete engineering and are identified by  
ACI member faculty. Applicants are evaluated based on their resumes and an 
essay highlighting research areas and 
all accomplishments. All finalists  
chosen for consideration of ACI  
Foundation Fellowships were  
interviewed at the ACI Spring  
Convention in April in Milwaukee.
“This award is not only a great honor  
for Mr. Mehdipour, but also for the 
department of civil engineering and 
the entire university as it recognizes 
the quality of education our students 
receive at Missouri S&T,” says  
Dr. Kamal H. Khayat, the Vernon  
and Maralee Jones Professor of Civil 
Engineering at Missouri S&T and  
Mehdipour’s advisor and nominator. 
Khayat is a Fellow of the ACI and  
the director of the Center for  
Infrastructure Engineering Studies (CIES) and RE-CAST (Research on Concrete  
Applications for Sustainable Transportation) Tier-1 University Transportation 
Center at Missouri S&T.
Mehdipour’s research area has focused on developing and designing  
advanced cement-based materials, such as environmentally friendly and  
crack-free cement-based materials and fiber-reinforced composites with  
adapted rheology. He also performed an interdisciplinary collaborative  
research project, in conjunction with Dr. Reza Zoughi and Dr. Kristen Donnell  
of the Missouri S&T electrical engineering department, to evaluate fiber  
distribution in concrete and self-healing capability of cement-based materials 
using microwave and thermography nondestructive testing techniques. 
Through his academic career, Mehdipour has authored and co-authored two 
books (Soil Mechanics and Guidelines for Hot Weather Concreting, both  
published in Persian), 10 peer-reviewed journal articles and 25 conference 
papers. He has received the ACI Missouri Chapter Honorary Abdeldjelil “DJ” 
Belarbi Scholarship for 2015-16 and a travel grant award for the 25th ASNT 
(American Society of Nondestructive Testing) research symposium in spring 
2016. The Charles Pankow Student fellowship will enable him to further  
pursue his interests and realize his goals for a future career in academia.
Iman Mehdipour
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Cori Hatley and Eric Fallon learned a lot 
about the many entrepreneurship and  
innovation opportunities available 
through Missouri S&T. But they weren’t 
always so knowledgeable.
The two recent graduates remember their 
earlier years at S&T, when they found it 
challenging to learn about the many  
innovation opportunities the university  
offered students. “We weren’t missing  
resources,” says Hatley, CE’16, from  
Fort Campbell, Kentucky. “It’s that people 
were not aware of the resources.”
So she and Fallon took an entrepreneurial 
approach to solving this quandary:  
They put together a plan and pitched it  
to investors.
Their plan involved creating a “one-stop” 
resource for first-year students. In Hatley’s 
words, they wanted to “start making these 
connections sooner rather than later so 
students could harness these resources  
right away.”
Their investors were the members of 
Missouri S&T’s Innovation Team, a group 
of students, faculty and staff that reviews 
proposals from students, faculty and staff 
and awards seed funding based on the 
innovative nature of the proposals.  
The group operates much like the angel  
investors on the TV show “Shark Tank,” 
which weighs pitches from would-be 
inventors and entrepreneurs.
Through this process, Hatley and Fallon 
were also applying lessons learned  
as members of the 2015-16 class of  
University Innovation Fellows at S&T.  
The UIF program is a National Science 
Foundation initiative designed to help 
college students learn more about  
entrepreneurship and to bring that  
innovative spirit to their campuses.  
“It’s designed to train us to be change 
agents,” says Hatley.
Hatley and Fallon’s project, called  
Ignite Innovation, introduces incoming 
freshmen to the entrepreneurship  
resources available on campus, from 
design team and undergraduate research 
opportunities to clubs and coursework 
focused on innovation.
“We wanted to leave a legacy at S&T  
after we graduated,” says Fallon, EnvE’16, 
from Wentzville, Missouri. “Teaching  
future student innovators what we’ve  
learned seemed like the perfect way  
to achieve that.”
UNIVERSITY INNOVATION FELLOWS  
IGNITE CONNECTIONS AT S&T  by Andrew Careaga
S&T’s University Innovation Fellows 
visited Google earlier this year. 
Pictured top from left to right:  
John Schoeberle, Connor Wolk,  
Tim Buesking, Spencer Vogel,  
Mark Raymond, Tyler Jenkins,  
Eric Fallon, Cori Hatley and  
Katherine Ramsay.
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Doctoral student earns national recognition  
for research with The Doe Run Co.  
to restore soil at historic mines
Greening
Mines
by Alan Scher Zagier
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Doctoral civil engineering student  
Mariam Al-Lami’s research into the  
revegetation of mine tailings has  
earned her national recognition from  
a professional society that focuses  
on mine reclamation.
The American Society of Mining and  
Reclamation honored Al-Lami in June  
with an award for the top student paper  
at its annual meeting in Spokane,  
Washington. The Iraqi native also  
received an ASMR scholarship to attend 
the conference, including a $2,000 award.
Al-Lami collaborated with the  
department chair, Dr. Joel Burken, on  
a project to examine the impact of  
treating Miscanthus grass, poplars and  
willows with sewage sludge from a  
municipal wastewater treatment plant  
to promote growth atop mine tailing piles. 
The research is being done in conjunction  
with The Doe Run Co. provided tailings  
for use in the lab as well as a field test 
site at a closed lead and zinc mine in the 
southeast Missouri town of Viburnum, 
where trials are planned to begin this fall.
The study is an outgrowth of a 2012  
research agreement between the  
university and Doe Run. An initial study,  
in conjunction with the MFA Oil Co., 
examined the use of Miscanthus to help 
transform tailing sites into potential  
biofuel sources. 
Miscanthus is one of few plants that  
can survive in challenging soil conditions, 
such as tailings, which are the ground-up 
rock byproducts created when separating 
metal from ore during mining and milling.
Working in the rooftop Baker Greenhouse 
at Butler-Carlton Hall, the research  
team compared the effect of adding  
nutrient-rich biosolids to the plants  
grown in tailings in combination with  
several different types of commercially  
available soil additives such as biochar,  
a charcoal-based product.
 
They conclude that the tailings treated 
with biosolids “dramatically improved 
plant growth” compared to untreated  
tailings while promoting microbial  
activity essential to plant health. 
“In this research, Mariam is really doing 
great work that is solid scientifically and 
impactful for our society,” Burken says. 
Al-Lami also presented her research  
findings at an August meeting of the  
Ecological Society of America in  
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
“This work has been very rewarding on 
many levels,” says Burken. “Working  
collaboratively with Doe Run, we are  
looking at longterm solutions.”
 
“Balancing development and societal 
gains with ecological restoration and  
protecting human health is really the  
core of our field.”  
“It’s very timely work,” adds Doe Run asset 
development director Chris Neaville, an 
S&T graduate with a bachelor’s degree in 
geological engineering. ” It’s been a very 
useful piece of research that will have 
some practical applications.”
The paper by Burken and Al-Lami is  
titled, “The potential of biosolids and other 
amendments for revegetation of lead/zinc 
mine tailings with three biomass crops: 
greenhouse study.”
Mariam Al-Lami, pictured above right, 
and Dr. Honglan Shi, researh professor 
of chemistry, examine the impact of 
treating Miscanthus grass, poplars  
and willows with sewage sludge from  
a municipal wastewater treatment  
plant to promote growth atop mine 
tailing piles. Dr. Shi is co-principal 
investigator on the project.
Photos by Sam O’Keefe
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design teams
and counting
students on S&T 
design teams
  Kummer Student  
  Design Center
NOTHING JUMP-STARTS  
LEARNING LIKE EXPERIENCE.
Missouri S&T undergraduates are now  
required to participate in a significant  
experiential learning activity before they 
graduate. This requirement has attracted  
a growing number of students to S&T’s  
design teams.
Students from all majors and every class  
year are welcome to join student design 
teams. This interdisciplinary collaboration  
is enriching every design team with diverse 
perspectives and leadership development 
opportunities.
Four teams draw their members from the civil, architectural and environmental  
engineering department. Read on and learn more about what they accomplished  
in 2015-16.
people estimated to receive  




Bolivia, Canada,  
Guatemala, Honduras  
and Poland
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For more information about 
supporting the expansion project 
or our student design teams, 
contact John Held by phone at 
573-341-6533 or by email at 
heldjohn@mst.edu.
From designing concrete materials  
that float to providing water to the  
rural villages of Central America,  
S&T students are turning possibilities 
into performance, progress and  
powerful outcomes. 
Giving design teams room to grow  
and excel is critical to their success.  
But the growing talent pool fostered  
by these collaborations has pushed  
the design center’s capacity to the limit. 
Additional space is urgently needed  
to sustain the momentum.
In the five years since the design  
center’s dedication in 2011, the  
number of students participating  
on design teams has tripled, from  
400 to more than 1,200. And the  
program continues to grow. Now 
more than ever, S&T’s design teams 
are preparing the innovators, problem 
solvers and leaders of the future.
The expansion will add 8,000 square feet 
to the west side of the design center.  
This build out will:
• double the size of the machine shop
• add eight fabrication bays 
•  upgrade the welding, waterjet  
and composites labs
•  expand the innovation suite  
with a conference room and  
24 computer work stations
•  relocate the iGEM lab from  
Schrenk Hall to the design center
• create two additional offices.
EXPANSION PROJECT
design.mst.edu
The Kummer Student Design Center 
was originally funded through 
private gifts to the university, 
including a $1.25 million gift from 
Fred, CE’55, and June Kummer. 
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Concrete  
Canoe
ALICE: A tie to tradition
Alice was a legendary St. Pat’s stunt 
that MSM-UMR grads may recall with a 
certain fondness. Current students may 
have heard about the tradition, but it’s 
probably best they never experienced it. 
The 2016 Concrete Canoe Team — 
composed of more than 50 percent  
women — chose to name the canoe  
ALICE as a connection to grads past.
The team also organized the ASCE  
regional event’s display, dunk tank  
and proof-of-concept races at  
Little Prairie Lake near Rolla.
They are proud to report they took  
third place in the co-ed sprints race.
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Engineers  
        Without  
     Borders
Working with Central and  
South America to design  
and build infrastructure  
engineering solutions 
Puerto Pando, Bolivia 
Team members surveyed the land and 
tested the quality of potential water 
sources. Time spent with community 
members revealed the town needed an  
improved potable water system that 
included a sustainable storage tank,  
sedimentation tank, water conveyance 
line, pipeline suspension bridge and 
water distribution system.
Tacachia, Bolivia 
The Miners designed a new water  
system that provided enough water to 
meet the community’s needs. The local 
water committee fixed a pipe leak and 
the disconnected storage tank, showing 
their ability and desire to maintain  
the system.
Santiago, Honduras 
Students connected two major wells  
in the community, monitored the  
previously implemented chlorine  
system, taught troubleshooting  
techniques and educated children on 
germs and hand washing. They met  
with the Honduran government to help 
secure funding for the next project.
Tacachia, Bolivia
Alyssa Knight  
educates children
EWB Team moves water tank into place 
in Tacachia, Bolivia
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Missouri S&T’s Solar House Design Team 
earned fifth place at the 2015 U.S.  
Department of Energy Solar Decathlon,  
its highest-ever finish at the competition. 
The Nest Home, was one of 14 entries  
in the competition and focused on  
sustainability and affordability with a 
secure, warm and slightly eclectic tone.
The Miners held first place through  
most of the contest with their strong  
performance in the home’s energy  
management systems, but fell short in  
the subjective categories despite being 
wildly popular with Decathlon visitors.
The S&T Solar House Design Team was 
selected in January to compete (for the 
seventh time) in the 2017 Solar Decathlon. 
The team is currently in the midst of a  
two-year project to build another solar- 
powered, highly energy-efficient house 
that combines affordability, consumer 
appeal and design excellence. 
S&T’s proposal is titled “SILO,” which 
stands for Smart Innovative Living Oasis. 
The project will use innovative technology 
combined with a psychological focus to 
make a house suited for single or double 
occupancy. The team, along with their 
advisor Dr. Stuart Baur, will concentrate  
on designing a home that can improve 
both the mental and physical health  
of residents.
Solar House




Photos by Bob Phelan
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Steel Bridge
As the S&T Steel Bridge Design Team  
structure must support 2,500 lbs., the team  
members also stepped up to shoulder the  
responsibility, along with the Concrete 
Canoe Team, of organizing the entire 2016 
ASCE Mid-Continent Student Conference. 
The canoe and steel bridge Miners set out  
to host the BEST EVER conference attended 
by 18 universities from Missouri and the  
adjoining states. S&T students ran the 
event, from registration to real estate,  
logistics to rounding up judges.
The event set the hospitality and  
organization bar so high that future  
school hosts will never surpass the  
Miners’ operation. The awards banquet 
even concluded with a marriage proposal 
between the two primary student  
organizers, Joel Cates and Erin Boling.
The S&T Steel Bridge Design Team  
took second place overall and qualified  
for nationals for the fourth year in  
a row. A high point of their design and  
manufacture process was their consistently 
high (second place) scores in all the critical 
engineering aspects such as construction 
speed, stiffness, economy and efficiency.
S&T at Regionals 
in Rolla 2016
2016 Competition
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ALUMNI
news
Let us know what you’ve been doing. 
Send information about your  
professional and personal  
accomplishments — career changes  
or promotions, weddings, births  
and other news.
Submit your news online at:  
www.mineralumni.com
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ALUMNI news
1950s
Gerald B. Bellis, CE’51, and his wife,  
Mary, celebrated their 66th wedding  
anniversary in September.
James A. Gerard, CE’54, and his wife,  
Nancy, are doing well in sunny Florida.  
“I hope to be around for the 110-year  
Pi Kappa Alpha anniversary,” he says.
John Griffin, CE’51, reports that he and 
his wife, Joan, are still enjoying life and 
55 years of marriage in West Chester, Pa. 
“However, my legs limit my ease of  
mobility, and I may not attend  
Homecoming.”
Eugene R. Russell Sr., CE’58, “I’m finally 
totally retired.”
1960s
Allen Driemeier, CE’65: “My wife, Linda, 
passed away on Aug. 14, 2014.”
Robert Saxer, CE’61, MS CE’62: “Missouri 
S&T has very good alumni publications. 
Thanks!”
Charles J. Vincent, CE’65, reports that he 
has made his last move to live with his 
daughter in Gulfport, Miss.
Lawrence K. Wang, CE’65, has had 131 
academic works in 487 publications  
and 11,003 university library holdings 
around the world since he graduated  
from Missouri S&T.
1970s
Dale Gunter, CE’71, MS CE’77, was  
elected president of the Association of  
Conservation Engineers for 2015-16.  
He is the chief of the construction,  
engineering and real estate division  
for the Arkansas Game and Fish  
Commission in Little Rock, Ark.
L.G. Loos, CE’77, MS CE’82, was  
appointed to the Missouri Department  
of Transportation Statewide LPA  
Advisory Committee.
Mel Millenbruck, CE’70, has joined Faith 
Group LLC as special projects manager 
and federal market sector leader. He will 
support growth plans that include entering 
the federal market sector and expanding 
regional office capabilities.
David Richardson, CE’71, MS CE’73,  
PhD CE’84, associate professor of  
civil, architectural and environmental  
engineering at Missouri S&T, was named  
a Fellow of the American Concrete
Institute. A past president of the ACI,  
he received the award in April.
Stacy J. Sauer, CE’78, retired from BNSF 
Railway Aug. 1, 2015, after over 36 years 
with the engineering department. He held 
various positions, including field engineer, 
manager of standards and senior manager 
of engineering systems. In these positions, 
Sauer managed early GPS surveying  
projects, developed new materials and 
track standards, and managed engineering 
IT projects.
1980s
Tim Gramling, CE’85, was hired as the  
public works director in Independence,  
Mo. He will oversee the city’s fleet  
maintenance, street construction and  
repair, snow removal, traffic engineering 
and infrastructure management, and 
maintenance of city-owned properties.
Stephen Knobbe, CE’85, was promoted 
to transit leader for HNTB Corp.’s central 
division based in Dallas.
Ted Medler, CE’86, was appointed to the 
Missouri Department of Transportation 
Statewide LPA Advisory Committee.
Roddy Rogers, CE’81, MS CE’83, MS 
EMgt’90, has earned designation as  
Diplomate, Water Resources Engineer of 
the American Academy of Water Resource 
Engineers, a subsidiary of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. It is the highest 
post-license certification available in the 
water resources engineering profession.
(continued on the next page)
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1990s
Becky Allmeroth, CE’91, 
who has served the  
Missouri Department of 
Transportation (MoDOT)  
for the past 19 years,  
has been named state  
maintenance engineer. She started her 
MoDOT career as a highway designer in 
Willow Springs, and for the past six years, 
Allmeroth has served as maintenance  
and traffic operations engineer for the  
St. Louis region.
Tricia Bohler, CE’93, MS CE’02, was  
appointed to the Missouri Department  
of Transportation Statewide LPA  
Advisory Committee.
Martin Gugel, CE’96, was 
promoted to the assistant 
director of public works  
in Springfield, Mo. He 
previously served as head  
of the city’s traffic division.
Shannon Howe, CE’95, was appointed to 
the Missouri Department of Transportation 
Statewide LPA Advisory Committee.
David Huter, CE’99, has 
returned to HNTB Corp.  
after working in the  
Texas Department of 
Transportation’s Project 
Management Office for  
two years. He has more than 15 years of 
design and management experience on  
a variety of projects in Texas, including the 
public-private partnership procurement 
program and project management, and 
hydrology and hydraulics.
Danielle Kleinhans, MS CE’99, PhD 
CE’03, received the Young Member Award 
for Professional Achievement from the 
American Concrete Institute. She has been 
a structural and transportation engineer 
at the Concrete Reinforcing Steel Institute 
since 2011.
James Knutelski, CE’91, MS CE’02,  
recently celebrated 15 years of service  
as a geotechnical engineer at the Hanson 
Professional Services Inc. Springfield, Ill., 
headquarters. Knutelski worked for the 
Missouri Department of Transportation  
as a construction inspector in Hannibal,
Mo., and a resident engineer in Rolla.
Shannon Lambert, CE’90, 
MS CE’95, was accepted  
as a member of the Water 
Environment Federation’s 
2015 Water Leadership  
Institute. The institute chose  
36 water professionals from across the  
U.S. to join the group. Lambert was hired 
as Barge, Waggoner, Sumner and Cannon 
Inc.’s director of water services. He is 
responsible for the development of growth 
and business opportunities within his unit. 
Lambert is a registered professional 
engineer in Alabama, Kentucky, Missouri 
and Tennessee.
Mitzi L. McIntyre, CE’95, was named  
the International Groving and Grinding  
Association’s Concrete Pavement  
Restoration Promoter of the Year at an 
awards banquet held in Scottsdale, Ariz.
Laurel McKean, CE’96, was promoted to 
assistant district engineer for the Missouri 
Department of Transportation’s southwest 
district, which includes Jasper, Newton, 
McDonald and Lawrence counties.
Jon Robison, CE’97, MS 
CE’03, was promoted to 
principal geotechnical  
engineer at GeoEngineers’ 
Springfield, Mo., location.
Stan Schultz, CE’90, is the founder  
and owner of Schultz Surveying and  
Engineering (SSE) in Lake Ozark, Mo.  
SSE has won nearly $125 million in  
government funding for utility work,  
and the company counts over 30 cities  
as customers. The company also has  
offices in Branson, Mo., and Poplar  
Bluff, Mo.
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ALUMNI news
2000s
Brent Baker, CE’02,  
was promoted to vice 
president of customer 
service, transmission  
and engineering for  
the Empire District  
Electric Co. in Joplin, Mo.
Nathan Clark, ArchE’09, 
joined Byrne & Jones 
Construction’s asphalt 
division as a project  
manager and estimator.  
He will provide project  
costs and manage projects for the asphalt 
division, which serves commercial and 
municipal customers.
Chris Courtright, MS CE’05, was promoted 
to vice president of Burns & McDonnell’s 
New England office. Among other projects, 
he led the $258 million Kansas City  
International Airport improvement project.
Joe Cravens, CE’08, MS CE’11, was  
promoted to staff engineer in the St. Louis 
geotechnical group for Geotechnology Inc.
Matt Funk, ArchE’06, was promoted to 
director of preconstruction for Brinkmann 
Constructors. Funk will lead Brinkmann 
through the preconstruction phase on  
multiple projects simultaneously. Funk 
started with Brinkmann in 2007 as a  
project engineer and became a project 
manager in 2011. He most recently  
completed work on a $40 million project 
for Friendship Village in Sunset Hills, Mo.
Sondra Rotty, ArchE’04,  
MS EMgt’08, was promoted 
to senior project manager at 
Tarlton Corp., a St. Louis- 
based general contracting  
and construction  
management firm. Much of her work  
has been on LEED-certified buildings  
in and around St. Louis.
Jason Sivils, CE’06, has been named  
to serve on the Missouri Department  
of Transportation Statewide LPA  
Advisory Committee.
James Symanski, MS CE’05, earned the 
Sustainability Achievement Award and 
was honored as Headquarters Engineer  
of the Year by the Department of  
Veterans Affairs.
Andy Wohldmann, CE’04, joined  
McGrath & Associates as project  
manager. Wohldmann, who has  
experience in education, industrial,  
library, church and financial institution 
projects, will manage construction of 
Ameren substation projects.
2010s
Mahdi Arezoumandi, PhD CE’13,  
received the 2013 Nevada Medal for the 
Distinguished Paper in bridge engineering. 
He received a plaque, an engraved  
14-karat gold pin and $1,500. 
Jamal Dillahunt, ArchE, CE’12, joined S.M. 
Wilson & Co. in 2015 as a project engineer.
Nichole Geiger, ArchE’15, 
has joined S.M. Wilson & Co. 
as a project engineer.
Seth Lamble, MS EnvE’11, 
joined Geotechnology Inc.’s 
environmental group in  
its St. Louis office. Before 
that, he worked at BHC 
Rhodes, was a consultant  
for Trinity Consultants and spent time in 
the Peace Corps.
Dave Lewandowski, MS 
CE’13, joined Professional 
Service Industries Inc. as a 
project engineer in the 
Hillside, Ill., office.
Jacob Phelps, CE’15, joined 
Byrne & Jones Construction’s 
asphalt division as a project 
manager and estimator.  
He will provide project costs 
and manage projects for the 
asphalt division, which serves commercial 
and municipal customers.
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Adam Hilton, EE’05, and his wife,  
Julia (Rosemann) Hilton, EMgt’05, had 
a daughter, Ava Marie, on Dec. 23, 2013. 
Grandparents are Bob Hilton, GeoE’76,  
and Wilma (Kirn) Hilton, CE’78. Uncles  
are Dan Rosemann, CE’07, and Paul  
Rosemann, a senior in civil engineering  
at Missouri S&T.
John Keeven, CE’05, and his wife, Katie, 
had a girl, Eliza, on May 21, 2015.  
She joins big brothers Landon and Will.
Jeremiah King, CE’06, and his wife,  
Maria (Conte) King, CE’05, MS CE’10, had 
a son, Philip Charles, on June 23, 2015. 
Charles joins big brothers Jeremiah Jr.  
and Frederick.
Will Kirby, ArchE’08, CE’08, and his wife, 
Brooke, had a girl, Reese Jane Kirby, on 
May 20, 2015.
Erik Lorince, AE’10, and his wife, Kierstyn 
(Harvey) Lorince, CE’09, had a daughter, 
Emma Josephine, on Nov. 14, 2014.
Cameron Sloan, ArchE’05, and his wife, 
Emily (Speorl) Sloan, Chem’08, had a boy, 
Tyler Frederick, on May 13, 2015. He joins 
sister Ella, 2.
Zach White, CE’02, and his wife, Claire 
(Elsea) White, Math’03, Econ’03, had a boy, 
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Shawn Meeks, ME’13, and 
Sara Shafer, ArchE’11, 
MBA’12, were married  
on March 14, 2015, in  
Kansas City, Mo., where  
the couple resides.
Matthew Voss, CE’06, and 
Jennifer Meitz, Math’05, 
were married on Jan. 17, 
2015. Jennifer teaches 
seventh grade math at 
Meramec Valley Middle 
School. Matthew is a  
civil engineer at CDG  
Engineering Co.
WEDDINGS
GRAD THIRD WOMAN  
TO EARN RANGER TAB
Missouri S&T alumna  
Lisa Peplinski Jaster, CE’04, 
has completed what few 
men and even fewer women 
have — the U.S. Army Ranger 
School. Jaster, 37, a 2000 
West Point graduate, is a  
major in the Army as a  
reservist and the third  
woman to pass the course. 
She is the mother of a 
7-year-old son and 3-year-old 
daughter. “There is no  
quitting,” Jaster told the 
Columbus (Ga.) Ledger- 
Enquirer. “I can’t have quit in me. So, there was never an option to stop.  
There was never an option to quit.” The course is the Army’s premier combat 
leadership course, teaching Ranger students how to overcome fatigue, hunger 
and stress to lead soldiers during small-unit combat operations. During the 
course, which forces participants to operate on little food and sleep, students 
learn to operate in woodland, mountain and costal swamp terrain.
A graduation ceremony was held Oct. 16 at Victory Pond for Jaster and the  
other soldiers who earned their Ranger tabs. “Once you get in the field and  
once you start training shoulder to shoulder, gender stops mattering very  
quickly,” Jaster says.





























In May, classmates from 1966 listed below celebrated 50 years of graduation from S&T. 
Many alumni and their spouses visited the department and toured campus.
Congratulations to the new members that were initiated into Chi Epsilon, a national  
honor society dedicated to the purpose of maintaining and promoting the status of  
civil engineering as an ideal profession.
Jerry Bayless (faculty advisor) 
Alexis Lee (president)
Ahmed Gheni (vice president)
John Buback (secretary)
Dalton Linnenbringer  
   (treasurer)
Nikkolas Edgmond (editor)
Maryssa Loehr  
   (pledge marshal)
Greggory Van Loon  
   (service chair)
Wesam Mohammed-Ali  















  Common Ground  |  care.mst.edu  23
1930s
Roland D. Freidank, CE’38, (June 30, 2015)
1940s
Rupert E. Bullock, CE’49, (Jan. 1, 2015)
Robert E. Held, CE’48, (June 14, 2015)
Jane Lester, CE’49, (March 11, 2011)
David G. Smith, CE’48, (Oct. 6, 2015)
1950s
Karsten A. Bredesen, CE’52, (April 8, 2015)
Billy L. Burkhardt, CE’51, (Feb. 9, 2015)
Robert D. DuBois, CE’51, (July 19, 2015)
William C. Faulkner, CE’50, (Dec. 25, 2014)
Robert J. Ganley, CE’51, (March 4, 2015)
Frank R. Gollhofer, CE’55, (April 21, 2014)
William B. Henderson, CE’50,  
(Dec. 15, 2014)
Gene Austin Huffman, 
CE’52, was a letterman in 
basketball, football and  
track, a member of Jackling 
Jocks, and is a member of 
the Missouri S&T Sports 
Hall of Fame. He was a member of Sigma 
Phi Epsilon fraternity, Blue Key and Chi  
Epsilon. He worked 40 years for Gulf Oil 
Co. and was an Army MP before the  
Korean War. (Feb. 5, 2015)
Necati Kanatsiz, CE’50, (July 28, 2014)
James B. Lorenz, CE’57, (July 13, 2015)
Joseph Miloro, CE’58, (April 9, 2015)
Ronald J. Roberts, CE’57, (May 8, 2015) 




Remembering the following alumni  
that have passed away.
(continued on the next page)
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John E. Smith, CE’51, a 
longtime Miner Alumni 
Association volunteer, died  
March 23, 2015. A member 
of the Baptist Student Union 
and Kappa Sigma fraternity, 
Mr. Smith was an advisor to the fraternity 
after graduation and was recognized in 
the Kappa Sigma Hall of Fame. Mr. Smith 
was a cartographer for the U.S. Geological 
Survey until he retired in 1990. He was a 
63-year member and past president of  
the Rolla Lions Club, a 59-year member  
of the Rolla Masonic Lodge and a 59-year 
member of theYork Rite, Knights of 
Templar and Abou Ben Adhem Shriners.
James H. Tankersley, CE’52, (Oct. 12, 2014)
Harold S. Thompson, CE’55, (Nov. 9, 2014)
Joseph P. Varanouskas, CE’52,  
(Jan. 10, 2013)
Lester H. Winter, CE’58, (Aug. 5, 2015)
1960s
William A. Anderson, CE’60, (Sept. 6, 2015)
William R. Bosse, CE’61, (Nov. 19, 2014)
Sylvester W. Braswell, CE’65,  
(March 18, 2015)
William S. Bryant, CE’63, (May 23, 2015)
Valentine E. Carrasco, CE’62,  
(March 13, 2015)
William G. Davidson, CE’69,  
(April 26, 2013)
Donald R. Dressler, CE’67, (Sept. 7, 2015)
Edward L. Ellicott, CE’61, (Feb. 1, 2013)
Louis R. Fuka, CE’63, (Dec. 1, 2014)
Leland D. Hauth, CE’60, (Oct. 14, 2014)
Lyle D. Johnston, CE’63, (Nov. 20, 2014)
Robert C. Kieffer, CE’60, was a member  
of Chi Epsilon, Independents and the 
American Society of Civil Engineers.  
He retired in 1992 as a project manager  
for Chevron Corp. (Jan. 3, 2015)
Gary Dale Laneman,  
CE’64, was a member  
of Beta Sigma Psi and  
worked as a civil engineer 
specializing in hydrology 
until his retirement  
in 1999. (Dec. 2. 2014)
Wan-Cheng Liu, CE’65, (Jan. 21, 2015)
Edward F. Merkel, CE’61, (March 17, 2015)
DR. JOHN L. BEST
Dr. John L. Best, CE’55, MS CE’57, professor emeritus of 
civil engineering and interim chair of the civil engineering  
department in 1986, died Oct. 6, 2015. He began working 
in 1955 as a research assistant at Missouri S&T, and in 
1989 he received the Joseph H. Senne Jr. Academy of  
Civil Engineers Faculty Achievement Award. He received 
outstanding teaching awards at Missouri S&T in 1984-85, 
1985-86, 1986-87 and 1987-88. He was a member of Sigma 
Xi, Chi Epsilon, Tau Beta Pi and Phi Kappa Phi honorary 
and service societies. Dr. Best served with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers during World War II, and after his  
discharge he worked for the Missouri Department of Transportation. He earned 
his Ph.D. in civil engineering in 1965 from Vanderbilt University.
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Doyle F. Owens, CE’60, (May 3, 2015)
Charles Wayne Riney,  
CE’65, worked for the  
L.W. Riney Co., the Charles 
W. Riney Co. and Central 
Stone Co. He was a 50-year 
member of the American 
Concrete Institute and a member of the 
National Society of Professional Engineers 
and the Missouri Society of Professional 
Engineers. (Dec. 17, 2014)
Dennis W. Stover, CE’65, (May 4, 2015)
Robert F. Thrash, CE’65, a 
member of Phi Kappa Theta, 
worked at The Boeing Co. on 
the transporter that moved 
the Saturn rocket to the 
launch site in Florida, and in 
Texas he worked on F8 fighter jets for LTV 
Aircraft. He retired from the city of Dallas 
as a project manager. (March 16, 2015)
1970s
Dennis J. Albers, CE’75, (Oct. 9, 2015)
John H. Branstetter, CE’75,  
(March 31, 2015)
Larry R. Burke, CE’71, (July 20, 2013)
John. B. Carter, CE’70, (Dec. 25, 2014)
Francis M. Fulkerson, CE’73,  
(Aug. 22, 2014)
Ronald Louis Habegger, CE’70, MS CE’73, 
was a member of Phi Kappa Phi, the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, the 
Wesley House and Independents (GDI). 
An engineer for Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority, he was an avid 
traveler who visited all 50 states and all 
the Canadian provinces. (June 2, 2014)
Richard L. Houchin, CE’70, (April 28, 2015)
Chia-Soui J. Lu, CE’75, (Jan. 1, 2015)
Radisav L. Peisch, CE’79, (Dec. 12, 2014)
Jerry D. Poppleston, CE’70,  
(March 13, 2015)
John W. Renner, CE’77, (Aug. 26, 2015)
1980s
Gary L. Branson, CE’88, (Nov. 2, 2014)
Ricky Eugene Larson,  
CE, MS CE’81, was a member 
of Lambda Chi Alpha 
fraternity, Chi Epsilon,  
Tau Beta Pi, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers 
and the C.L. Dake Society. He worked  
for Kleinfelder and Associates as a  
senior consultant. (Aug. 1, 2015)




CE’94, was a member of  
the Society of Women  
Engineers. During her 
career, she worked at Project 
Time & Cost Inc., One Places 
West, MWH Constructors and the U.S. 
Department of Energy as a risk analyst. 
(Sept. 28, 2015)
Kevin Lee Lowe, CE’92, a member of Chi 
Epsilon, last worked as the director of  
transit at city utilities in Springfield, Mo. 
Before that, he worked for the Missouri  
Department of Transportation as the 
highway administrator in Green County, 
Mo., and as a client manager for Olsson 
Associates in Springfield. (Feb. 23, 2015)
Paul Francis Pritchard, CE’97,  
(Dec. 11, 2014)
IN MEMORIAM
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Vision 2020 Action items:
•  Secure monies and hire a full-time 
Professor of the Practice.  
Still working on ... Should have news soon!
•  Enhance facilities with funds raised 
for the Advanced Construction and  
Materials Lab (ACML).
  √  Thank the Sunderland  
Foundation for their 
$100,000 investment and the 
alumni who have made a  
recent commitment to the  
department's future.
•  Develop new funding  
opportunities for  
graduate students.
√  Tuition remission policy is  
in place for fall, covering  
tuition for Ph.D. students!
Changing the World
For information about supporting Vision 2020, contact Sue Wallace  
by phone at 573-466-3202 or email wallacesue@mst.edu.
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Email us your news: care@mst.edu
alling begins Sept. 25!
Choose to support S&T once again!
YEARS AGO,  
YOU CHOSE TO BE A
 MINER.
Make a difference by GIVING TODAY 
to the Department of Civil, Architectural 
and Environmental Engineering. 
This year Miner Phonathon will be 
incorporating a 1:1 match for all alumni 
non-donors that make their first gift 
to the department via credit card. 
Ask your caller for more information. 
